[image: image1.wmf]The Case of the Disappearing Blue Crab
Why Save the Blue Crab?

Purpose: 

Students will be able to investigate the ecological role of the blue crab and synthesize the harmful effects of Hematodinium on its population in order to create in informational brochure or commercial to increase public awareness.
Research Topics:
1. What is the ecological role of the MD Blue Crab?

2. What is the economic role of the MD Blue Crab?
3. How are humans effecting the population of MD Blue Crabs and the outbreaks of Hematodinium (thermal pollution, storm water runoff, etc.)?
4. What are management techniques for maintaining the MD Blue Crab population?

Resources:

1. Internet

2. Virtual Library Database

3. Maryland Department of Natural Resources

4. Publications (magazines, journals, brochures)
Project:

Create an informational brochure or commercial to increase public awareness of this growing problem.
Rubric:
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	MD Blue Crab Ecological Role
	Student identifies more than three ecological roles of the crab.
	Student identifies 2-3 ecological roles of the crab.
	Student identifies one ecological role of the crab.
	Student does not identify the ecological role of the crab.

	 MD Blue Crab Economical Role
	Student identifies more than three economical roles of the crab.
	Student identifies 2-3 economical roles of the crab.
	Student identifies one economical role of the crab.
	Student does not identify the ecological role of the crab.

	Human Effects
	Student identifies more than three human effects on the blue crab population and the prevalence of Hematodinium. 
	Student identifies 2-3 human effects on the blue crab population and the prevalence of Hematodinium.
	Student identifies one human effect on the blue crab population and the prevalence of Hematodinium.
	Student does not identify human effects on the blue crab population and the prevalence of Hematodinium.

	Management Techniques
	Student identifies more than three management techniques.
	Student identifies 2-3 management techniques.
	Student identifies one management technique.
	Student does not identify management techniques.

	Presentation
	Product is well formatted with no errors.
	Product is well formatted with minimal errors.
	Product layout needs improvement and has several errors.
	Product was not created. 


